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ABSTRACT

This research paper presents the major signs of the approaching Day of Judgment mentioned in the
Holy Quran through a scholarly, exegetical, and research-oriented lens, specifically highlighting the
miraculous nature of these prophecies regarding the unseen. It elucidates how, fourteen centuries
ago, the Quran comprehensively described monumental cosmic events destined to occur before and
on the Day of Judgment, such as mountains being scattered like dust, oceans igniting, the earth
shaking violently, the sun being wrapped up, and the blowing of the Trumpet. The interpretation of
these verses is grounded in the views of both classical and contemporary exegetes, while also
incorporating relevant references to modern scientific findings .Within the limits of available
scholarly understanding, an attempt has been made to clarify that the events of the Day of Judgment
are, in their very nature, extraordinary, transcending the ordinary course of nature, and serve as
manifestations of Allah Almighty’s absolute power; consequently, they cannot be entirely subjected
to current scientific laws. This study makes it abundantly clear that the Quranic prophecies regarding
the Day of Judgment constitute a prominent and compelling aspect of the Quran’s miraculous nature
concerning the Unseen. They provide evidence of its status as Divine Revelation, instill in man a
sense of accountability for the Hereafter, and inspire a commitment to faith, God-consciousness, and
righteous deeds .

KEYWORDS: approaching day of Judgment, miraculous, Holy Quran regarding the Unseen,
Divine Word, accountability, foundation of faith,

INTRODUCTION

The miraculous nature of the Holy Quran encompasses numerous facets, a significant one being its foretelling of
events regarding the Unseen. Quranic prophecies concerning the signs of the Day of Judgment serve as living, dynamic
proof of this miracle. The signs mentioned in this Book revealed fourteen centuries ago, are manifesting before our
very eyes today as undeniable historical and empirical realities. This article presents a comprehensive and well-
substantiated analysis of the aspects of the Unseen contained in Quranic verses regarding the approach of the Day of
Judgment.

The miraculous nature of the Holy Quran regarding the Unseen is not limited merely to the past and the present; it
extends to momentous future events destined to occur before and on the Day of Judgment. These prophecies were
articulated fourteen centuries ago in such a manner that contemporary scientific and historical research is now
confirming their veracity.

Quranic prophecies regarding the Day of Judgment were articulated fourteen hundred years ago, at a time when
humanity knew virtually nothing about the universe. Today, as science conducts research into the death of the sun, the
collapse of stars, seismic upheavals on Earth, and the ultimate fate of the cosmos, these Quranic statements are proving
to be accurate down to the last detail. This constitutes a miraculous revelation which is a testament to the unseen and
serves as living proof of the Quran being the Word of Allah.
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A few of the major signs regarding the approach of the Day of Judgment, as declared by Allah; the
All Mighty Lord, in the Holy Quran, are mentioned below.
1. The Flying Away of Mountains:
The flying away of mountains is a significant sign of the Day of Judgment, mentioned in numerous verses of the Holy
Quran. This event symbolizes the complete disruption of the Earth's system and is described by exegetes as one of the
terrifying upheavals of the Last Day.
Quranic verses
1 & Jaall 133" ;@
"And when the mountains are blown away"
208 5 aadl 135 o
"And when the mountains are set in motion"
3 "“.\;\}ASALS.\SJLAHJUAJY\ uLu.J .
"And the earth and the mountains will be lifted up, then both will be crushed to dust in a single blow."
4 Miabia Lo N8 i ) Lehat 08 Jlall oo i ilain o
"And they ask you about the mountains; say, "My Lord will blow them away, then leave them as a completely level
plain.”
Opinions of Exegetes
Statement of Imam Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him): Interpretatlon of "&a.i"in Surah Al-Mursalat.
Sl a5 el e pilse Ge 1385 321 3 Caha s LSl fhe Gl gl (8005 DGal )5y JTad Al
"And the saying of Allah the Almighty: {And when the mountains are blown away}, meaning they will be uprooted
from their places and scattered into the air. This is among the momentous events that will occur on the Day of
Resurrection".
Statement of Imam Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him): Exege51s of 'suyyirat("&:024") in Surah At-Takwir.
62158l 8 Skt tih 2lib ajlias LSl (e 3l o i (&L sl 5y A
And the saying of Allah: {And when the mountains are set in motion} meaning they will be removed from their places
and, turning into scattered dust, will fly through the air.
Words of Imam al- Qartabl (rah) Interpretatlon of "33al3 383 &N i Surah Al-Haqaq
7";.1_&} |JL\.:; L\JLAAUSSA L\).uas LS‘ {bh\}‘\SJL\S.\AdL\A.‘UQAJY\ ulAA}} L_A\:u‘dﬁ "
"And the saying of Allah Almighty: '(And the earth and the mountains will be lifted up and crushed with a single
blow)'; meaning they will be broken and shattered into pieces, until they turn into dust and fine particles".
Statement of Imam Baghawi (may Allah have mercy on hlm) The state of the Earth after the mountains fly away.
A_LA‘\}I}LG—\SC}; Y swy‘u‘wﬁbww)y‘)msw)dh;”)wu‘.\au
When the mountains are set in motion and blown away, the earth will become completely level like a smooth plain
with neither any undulation nor any depression.
Statement of Imam Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him): The manifestation of Divine Power in the flying of
mountains. B ) o . ) .
Ol 2l D Y1 8 AL 5 A0 oY) 81 3 g1 50l il i (e Ll il e
The setting in motion and scattering of the mountains is among the greatest signs of Allah Almighty's absolute power;
it demonstrates that what is considered the hardest and strongest thing on earth will turn into dust at Allah's command.

Scientific Perspective

According to modern geology, mountains are formed by the collision of tectonic plates (USGS, 2022). On the Day of
Judgment, when cataclysmic changes occur on Earth, these plates could collide with one another, resulting in the utter
destruction of mountains. Although exegetes have not offered a scientific explanation for this, these verses can be
understood as relating to the final stages of the Earth's existence.

The vanishing of the mountains is one of the great signs of the Day of Judgment, an event that exegetes have described
as a symbol of the total collapse of the Earth's order. This occurrence stands as a clear testament to Allah Almighty’s
immense power and absolute sovereignty, warning His creation of the terrors of that Day.

t Al-Mursalat:10

2 Al-Takwir:3

3 Al-Haqqa:14

4 Ta-Ha:56

3 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'an Al-Azeem, Surah al-Murslat, 1999, p. 452

¢ Al-Tabari, Jami al-Bayan an Taweel i Qur’an, Surah al-Takweer, 2001, vol. 30, p. 26

7 Al-Qurtubi, Al-Jaami for the Rulings of the Qur’an, Surah Al-Haqqa, 2006, vol. 18, p. 245
8 Al-Baghwi, Ma'alim al-Tanzial, Surah Taha, 2002, vol. 3, p. 215

9 Al-Saadi, Tayseer al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam Al-Manan, 2000, p. 512
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2. The Blazing of the Oceans

The blazing of the oceans is a significant sign of the Day of Judgment, mentioned in numerous verses of the Holy
Quran. This event symbolizes the complete upheaval of the Earth's systems and is described by commentators as one
of the terrifying horrors of the Last Day.

1,53 HA 135" o

"And when the seas are set ablaze"

Hongyas Hadl 15 e

"And when the seas are split open"

Opinions of Exegetes

1. Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH)

In his exegesis of Surah At-Takwir, while interpreting the word “sujjirat”, Ibn Kathir (1999) writes that it refers to the
oceans being ignited with fire. He states that on the Day of Judgment, the oceans will transform into fire.

2. Al-Tabari (d. 310 AH)

In his exegesis of Surah At-Takwir, while explaining the meaning of "sujjirat," Al-Tabari (2001) wrote that the seas
would be filled with fire. He cited narrations from numerous Companions (Sahaba) and Successors (Tabi'in) that
confirm this 2.

3. Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH)

In his exegesis of Surah Al-Infitar, Al-Qurtubi (2006) explains the term "fujjirat" by stating that the seas will be merged
into one another or split open, causing their waters to pour out '3,

4. Al-Baghawi (d. 516 AH)

In his exegesis of Surah At-Takwir, Al-Baghawi (2002) writes that the word “sujjirat” carries two meanings: either the
seas will be transformed into fire, or they will be filled with fire. 4

5. Al-Sa‘di (d. 1376 AH)

Al-Sa‘di (2000) writes in his exegesis that the blazing up of the seas is a sign of Allah Almighty’s absolute power,
demonstrating that even a mighty creation like water can transform into fire by Allah’s command.

Scientific Perspective

According to modern science, the phenomenon of oceans igniting can be understood in various ways. Oceans could
potentially turn into fire due to underwater volcanic eruptions, the dissociation of water into hydrogen and oxygen, or
the breakdown of water molecules (NOAA, 2022). Although exegetes did not offer a specific scientific explanation
for this, these verses can be understood in the context of the immense cosmic transformations that will occur on the
Day of Judgment. The ignition of the oceans is one of the major signs of the Last Day, regarded by commentators as
a symbol of the total collapse of the Earth's systems. This event serves as a clear testament to Allah Almighty’s
immense power and absolute sovereignty, warning creation of the terrors of that day.

3. The Violent Shaking of the Earth:

The violent shaking of the earth is one of the very first and greatest signs of the Day of Judgment, a phenomenon
described in detail at numerous places in the Holy Quran. This event heralds the complete collapse of the current
earthly order and has been identified by Quranic commentators as a pivotal event among the terrors of the Last Day.
Quranic Verses

15T s Gla) 085 G (31 i 0AT5 55 a3 13y

"When the earth is shaken with its final convulsion, and the earth casts out its burdens, and man asks, 'What has
happened to it?" ) )

16ma ke on e AT515 &) 865 158 G i b

"O people! Fear your Lord; indeed, the earthquake of the Day of Judgment is a momentous event."

G £ S8 U Ol iy 5 Gt ek

"When the earth is shaken with a violent convulsion, and the mountains are crushed to pieces, then they will become
scattered dust"

10 Al-Takwir:6
' Al-Infitar:3
12 Tafsir al-Tabari c. 30, p. 28
13 Tafsir al-Qurtubi, c. 19, p. 202
14 Tafsir al-Baghwi, c. 4, p. 355
15 Az-Zilzala
16 Al-Haj:1
17 Al-Wagqia:41
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Opinions of Exegetes ]

Statement of Imam Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him): Interpretation of "zilzalaha(\&J !} )" in Surah Az-
Zalzalah.

180 5 38015 530 G L La g )45 8 Bk A858 S1555 138 Al 255 el el 3l 30l ol 330 1 g (160505 Qa5 il 35 1y
"{When the earth is shaken with its [final] earthquake} meaning the violent upheaval that will seize the earth on the
Day of Judgment. Indeed, it will undergo such a tremendous convulsion that it will cast out all the dead and the
treasures contained within it." o
Statement of Imam Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him): Interpretation of "Zalzalat al-Sa'ah(4&d) 315 )" (the
convulsion of the Hour) in Surah Al-Hajj. L ) )

19455 0 LA VOV AMAL (o5 eladsa 58 5 Y () AB1R oa o (e 20 A0 1505 0y

{Indeed, the earthquake of the Hour is a momentous event} meaning, it is an earthquake of unimaginable terror, and
it will differ in every respect from worldly earthquakes. )

Statement of Imam Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him): Exegesis of "rujjatil-ardu rajja(s5 (= 5¥) <335 )" in Surah
Al-Wagi'ah. . ) )

2000k et A &S Jlal) 8 £ cple a2l S50 L B 3858 B804 1l (5 G el 15y

"(And when the earth is shaken violently)—meaning it will be shaken with great intensity, just as something is agitated
within a vessel—then the mountains will be pulverized until they turn into dust."

Statement of Imam Baghawi (may Allah have mercy on him): Interpretation of MIE ) s AT (The earth casts
out its burdens) in Surah Az-Zalzalah. ] ] ) o )

20 ks e et Loy aliel) e 1500 (B3 55005 G sal G ik B L £ 535006 (G pa o) e i)

{And the earth casts out its burdens} He said: It will cast out all the dead, treasures, and buried riches contained within
its belly, so that they may bear witness against the people regarding what they did upon its surface.

Scientific Perspective

According to modern geology, earthquakes occur as a result of the movement of tectonic plates (USGS, 2023). The
earthquake of the Day of Judgment will transcend all such natural phenomena; indeed, it will signify the cessation of
the current laws of physics. Scientists believe that profound changes within the Earth's interior could trigger a massive
earthquake.

The violent shaking of the earth is one of the major signs of the Day of Judgment, an event that Quranic commentators
have interpreted as a symbol of the total collapse of the current earthly order. This phenomenon serves as a clear
testament to Allah Almighty’s immense power and absolute sovereignty, warning humanity of the terrors of the
Hereafter and encouraging them to perform righteous deeds.

4. The Wrapping Up of the Sun

Surah At-Takwir describes the scenes of the Day of Judgment and the terrifying events associated with it. It begins by
highlighting one of the momentous signs of that Day. Allah, Almighty states:

22”&:)55 M\ \Sl"

"When the sun is wrapped up"

Linguistic Analysis

The meaning of kuwwirat includes: to wrap, to close, to fold up, the extinguishing of light, the decline of existence,
and the disruption of the established order.

Opinions of leading exegetes

Ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH) states in his exegesis:

"The wrapping up of the sun refers to the extinguishing of its light and its becoming dark, just as an object is wrapped
up and put away."?

Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH) states in his exegesis:

"The 'wrapping up' of the sun refers to the extinguishing of its light on the Day of Judgment, when the order of the
universe is thrown into disarray."?*

Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH)

Al-Qurtubi writes in *Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an:

18 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Azeem, Surah Al-Zalzalah, 1999, p. 789

19 al-Tabari, Jami al-Bayan an Taweel i Qur’an, 2001, Surah al-Hajj, vol. 17, p. 123

20 Al-Qurtubi, Al-Jaami for Al-Ahkam al-Qur’an, Surah Al-Wagqeeta, 2006, vol. 17, p. 156
2l Al-Baghwi, Maalim al-Tanzil, Surah al-Zalzalah, 2002, vol. 4, p. 489

22 Al-Takwir:1

2 Al-Tabari, 1999, Vol. 30, p. 25

24 Tbn Kathir, 1999, Vol. 4, p. 482
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"The wrapping up of the sun refers to the extinguishing of its light and radiance, much like a turban is wrapped. This
is one of the terrifying events of the Day of »?

Al-Baghawi (d. 516 AH) writes in his exegesis, “Ma'alim al-Tanzil”:

"The sun will be wrapped up; its light will vanish, and it will become dark ".

Explanation in Hadith

A narration in “Sahih Muslim” from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) states that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

"The sun and the moon will be bound together on the Day of Resurrection.
A narration in Musnad Ahmad from Abdullah bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both) states:

"The sun and the moon will both be cast aside on the Day of Resurrection, and they will become dark." 2’
Muhammad Abduh (d. 1905) writes in Tafsir al-Manar:

"The wrapping up of the sun may be an allusion to the exhaustion of its energy, when it loses its power of illumination".
28

Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966) states in *Fi Zilal al-Qur'an:

"The wrapping up of the sun is a sign of the end of the cosmic order. It marks the cessation of the current physical
laws". %

The meaning of "Idhash-shamsu kuwwirat(¢:538 (a2l 13 )" (When the sun is wrapped up/darkened) is that on the Day
of Judgment, the sun's light will cease to exist, and it will no longer retain its current form and appearance. This
signifies the complete end of the cosmic order. Early and later exegetes alike agree that this will be a literal event of
the Day of Judgment that is destined to occur exactly as described.

n 26

5. The Blowing of the Trumpet (First Time)

The blowing of the Trumpet is the most significant and central sign of the occurrence of the Day of Judgment, a fact
mentioned in numerous places in the Holy Quran. The first blowing of the Trumpet will result in the death of all
creation; this event is also referred to as “Nafkhat al-Faza'(z J&l 438 (the Blast of Terror) or “Nafkhat al-Sa'q( &
(=all)” (the Blast of Swoomng/Death) Quranic Verses

30 15 555 28 2h 1306 (DAL 2 2 A 6l a V) GV B s SR L (5 (Baiad il b A5

"And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and on the earth will fall dead, except those whom
Allah wills; then it will be blown a second time, and suddenly they will stand looking on.'

31niadl 5l cad g Majd aal; A0 KN L_JL\A.\\}UAJ\J\ bl 5 Faal 5 4AE Jskall 8 A 1"

"So, when a single blast is blown into the Trumpet, and the earth and the mountains are lifted up and crushed into dust
in one single stroke then, on that Day, the Event [of Resurrectlon] will come to pass."

320300 2 V) G 31 (b s ALl B a5 stall B A A5

"And on the Day the Trumpet is blown, everyone in the heavens and on the earth will be terrified, except those whom
Allah wills."

Opinions of Exegetes

Statement of Imam Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy on him): The effect of the first blowing of the Trumpet in Surah
Az Zumar.

e a1 el b e fes L &ipk S ‘éﬂ‘ AAEN ;g (A el (V) Y b (s ISR B aiad ) slall b i)
33\.1; 4.\3.\4 u\ AJJ‘ ;Lu uA \J\ ‘u\}w\ Lh‘} UAJY\ db\

{And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all who are on the earth will fall down
unconscious, except those whom Allah wills [to remain alive].} This refers to the first blowing of the Trumpet, through
which all the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth (those on earth and those in the heavens) will die, except for
those whom Allah wills to keep alive.

Statement of Imam Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him): The effect of the first blast i in Surah Al Haqqah
34\.\5\).uuuaj‘i\)g_y\)l.ud\e&;wﬁcu}sm}\w)al\@a;@u}ué}y‘mﬂ\ LS‘ {a.\;\} }A\@CJJ\JU}

{Then, when the Trumpet is blown once}, meaning the first blast, upon which all creation will either die or fall
unconscious, and the order of the heavens and the earth will undergo a complete transformation.

%5 Judgment, “Al-Jami‘ li-Ahkam al-Qur’an 2006, Vol. 19, p. 197

26 Muslim, *al-Sahih*, Kitab Sifat al-Qiyamah

27Ahmad, *al-Musnad*, Vol. 3, p. 324

28 Abduh, 1990, Vol. 10, p. 215

2 Qutb, 2003, Vol. 6, p. 378

30 Al-Zumar: 68

31 Al-Haqggah: 13

32 Al-Namal: 87

33 Tbn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'an Al-Azeem, Surah Al-Zamr, 1999, p. 456

34 Al-Tabari, Jami al-Bayan on Taweel i Qur’an, Surah al-Haqqa, 2001, vol. 29, p. 34
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Characteristics of the first blast

¢ General death of all creatures

¢ Disruption of the celestial system

o Complete transformation of the Earth’s structure
o Cessation of existing physical laws

Scientific Perspective

According to modern science, the propagation of a massive sound can generate intense pressure waves in the
environment (NASA, 2022). Although the blowing of the Trumpet is a miraculous event that transcends current
physical laws, scientists acknowledge that a colossal cosmic event could affect all components of the solar system.
The initial blowing of the Trumpet is a pivotal event among the momentous occurrences of the Day of Judgment;
exegetes have described it as marking the end of the present world and the beginning of the Hereafter. This event
stands as clear evidence of Allah Almighty’s absolute power and limitless authority, urging His creation to prepare for
the life that follows death.

CONCLUSION

In light of the aforementioned research review, the following conclusions emerge:

o The miraculous nature of the Quran regarding the Unseen is evident from the fact that it foretold monumental cosmic
events associated with the Day of Judgment—events far beyond the scope of human knowledge or observation—
fourteen centuries ago.

o Signs of the Day of Judgment,such as mountains being scattered, oceans set ablaze, violent earthquakes, the sun
being wrapped up, and the blowing of the Trumpet—are described in the Quran with remarkable clarity and
comprehensiveness, testifying to the certainty of that Day's occurrence.

e The Ummah’s exegetes (such as Imam Tabari, Ibn Kathir, Qurtubi, Baghawi, and Sa'di) unanimously agree that these
verses foretell actual events; it is incorrect to restrict their interpretation to merely metaphorical or symbolic meanings.
o These verses of the Holy Quran indicate that on the Day of Judgment, the current cosmic order will undergo a
complete transformation; the earth, mountains, oceans, the sun, and other celestial bodies will not remain in their
present state.

e Modern scientific research sheds light on certain cosmic and geological phenomena—such as plate tectonics,
massive earthquakes, the lifespan of the sun, volcanic activity, and cosmic transformations, which can aid in
understanding these Quranic statements. However, it is incorrect to claim that science has conclusively proven these
prophecies, as the events of the Day of Judgment pertain to the Unseen (*Ghayb*), and their true nature is known only
to Allah Almighty.

o The style of the Holy Quran indicates that these signs of the Day of Judgment are not merely predictions of the
future; rather, they invite humanity towards faith, righteousness, preparation for the Hereafter, and conviction in the
power of Allah Almighty.

o The first blowing of the Trumpet signifies that the end of the present world will occur suddenly by the command of
Allah Almighty; following this, all creation will perish, only to be resurrected through the second blowing of the
Trumpet.

o This study also clarifies that the Quran and authentic exegeses serve as the primary sources for interpreting the signs
of the Day of Judgment, whereas scientific views merely aid in comprehension and cannot be regarded as definitive
interpretations of Quranic verses.

o A comprehensive study of the Quranic verses concerning the approach of the Last Hour highlights the fact that Allah
Almighty’s power is supreme over all things, and that the origin, sustenance, and ultimate end of the universe are all
subject to His command.

Overall, this research concludes that there is a degree of concordance, in certain respects, between the Quranic
accounts of unseen matters regarding the approach of the Last Hour, the interpretations offered by exegetes, and
modern scientific observations; however, the definitive nature of these unseen realities can only be known through
Divine Revelation. This very fact serves as a significant proof of the miraculous nature and veracity of the Holy Quran,
as well as evidence that it is the Word of Allah Almighty.

REFRENCES:

e [bn Kathir, (2000), Abu al-Fada Ismail. (1999). Commentary on the Great Qur'an. Riyadh: Dar Tayyaba Publishing
and Distribution.

e Ahmed bin Hanbal, (2001). Musnad of Imam Ahmad. Cairo: Est. Cordoba.

o Al-Bukhari, Muhammad bin Ismail, (1999), Sahih Al-Bukhari, Beirut, Dar Tuq al-Najat.

2403



TPM Vol. 32, No. S4, 2025 Open Access
ISSN: 1972-6325
https://www.tpmap.org/

e Al-Baghwi, A. (2002). Maalam al-Tanzil. Beirut: Dar Tayyaba.
o Al-Razi, Fakhruddin. (1981). Mufatih al-Ghaib (Al-Tafseer al-Kabeer). Beirut: Dar Thya al-Trath al-Arabi.
o Al-Saadi, A. (2002). Tasir al-Karim al-Rahman in the commentary of Kalam al-Manan. Dar al-Salam

o Al-Tabari, Abu Jafar Muhammad bin Jarir. (2001). Jami al-Bayan on Taweel Ai al-Qur'an. Cairo: Hijr Publishing,
Publishing and Distribution.

e Al-Qurtubi, (2003), Abu Abdullah Muhammad. (1964). Al-Jami Lahkam Al-Qur'an. Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-
Masriyyah.

e Muslim, Muslim bin al-Hajjaj, (1999), Sahih Muslim, Beirut, Dar ihaya al-Turath al-Arabi.

2404



